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" G1h Congnrss,
COTHE MILIUTIA

S COMMUNICATRED TO THE HOUSK OF HREPRESENTATIVES, AFRIL 2, sm. _
Mi. Vagwx,-,ffpm e committée instructed to inquire what measures are _né'ces_a;ry ta be adnptérf-'t'q complete the

| Co U wiwming the militia of the United States. made the lullowing repurt: L ©
ar I‘ha!bthﬂwmfﬂw United Stafes, vach c\i,timn’,tgnm'liesl' in the militia is_put under »ﬂbii@lqﬁuﬁi to provide

himyelt with o gool tueked or fifle, and all the other militwy cquipments preseribed by law, | From the beat eatic -
~iste which thé cumittee have Been able to forw there is upwarda of 230,000 Hre arts and rifles in the hands of
‘the militin, which have, n few instances excepted, beeti pruvided by, aud ace the property oy the individuals who
hold thew, 1t is highly probublé, that mauy more of the militia wyull have provided t,wage?tgﬁ with fire arms in
the snve way, i1 they had been for sale in those paris of the United Statés where: the deficienties buve hap Eﬂ,ﬂi{ |
but the wars i Eurvpe have had o tendency tu. prevent the importation of fire arms frum thence into the United
Biates, which, together with the:timited cstablishments for thie ainnufictore of that implement in the Vnited States,
“has sendered i impossible for individuals 1y procure them, =~ 0 0 T ool pnn T e
- 'Fheve arg severat Srate magazines of lire arms, hut the amoint of the nimber of stands has not been ascertained,

Sheie ave in the pingezines ul” the United states about 120,000 fire arms atal riflés Bt for vse, and about 12,000
""" it that the namber of fire urms in the public magazites is not greater than ought

winch newd repdire, s concerve
o remiiin there i time. of peace.



[image: image2.jpg]123. American State Papers: Military Affairs 1: 162, 198-99, 215-17. Three years
later a congressional committee estimated that there were 250,000 guns in America.

Ibid. 1: 198.
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Bellesiles, p. 523
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